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SECRET BEIRUT 1099 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, US 

SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTER TAQLA ON ASSORTED SUBJECTS 
REF: (A) BEIRUT 1051; (B) STATE 25826 (NOTAL) 

1 . 1 SAW FOREIGN MINISTER TAQLA TODAY AT NOON. AFTER BRIEF REVIEW 
OF TRAGIC EVENTS IN LEBANON OVER PAST MONTHS HE EXPRESSED 
OPTIMISM FOR THE FUTURE. I ASSURED HIM OF OUR SATISFACTION WITH 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE CEASE FIRE AND HOPEDTHAT A MODERATE POLITICAL 
SOLUTION MIGHT EMERGE ACCEPTABLE TO ALL THE PARTIES (SEE STATE 
REFTEL). HE SAID HE WAS AWARE OF USG POSITION IN VARIOUS RECENT 
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THIS WAS JUST RIGHT. IT WAS JUST WHAT WAS 
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NEEDED AT THIS TIME. 

2. CONVERSATION TURNED TO A REFUGEE AND LEBANESE RECONSTRUCTION 
NEEDS-THOUGH NOT IN ANY URGENT MANNER AND TAQLA DID NO MAKE 
ANY SPECIFIC REQUESTS. HE POINED THAT THERE WERE AT LEAST 10,000 
HOMELESS REFUGEES WHO WERE IN UTTER NEED OF EVERYTHING 
IMMEDIATELY. THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE OTHER THOUSANDS WHO 
HAVE BEEN DISPLACED FROM THEIR HOMES BUT ARE BEING TAKEN 

CARE OF EITHER THROUGH THEIR OWN FAMILIES OR BY SOME OTHER 
MEANS. THEIR RETURN TO THEIR HOMES IS A LONGER 
RANGE PROBLEM. 

3. TAQLA INFORMED ME THAT AT GOL REQUEST A MISSION FROM 
UNHCR GENEVA IS ARRIVING TODAY TO ASSESS REFUGEES' NEEDS. 

THIS IS DIFFERENT FROMPAPAL REPRESENTATIVE WHO HAS ALREADY 
ARRIVED TO ASSESS PROGRAMS BEING CARRIED OUT BY CHURCH 
INSTITUUTIONS. HE REFERRED IN PASSING TO ICRC PROGRAM AND WFP 
FOOD HERE. CABINET MEETING YESTERDAY DECIDED TO APPOINT 
MINISTER OS SEIRAN IN CHARGE OF A COMMITTEE WHICH WILL DEAL 
WITH SHORT TERM NEEDS WHILE MINISTER TUEINI HEADS COMMITTEE 
TO DEAL WITH MIDDLE TERM RECONSTRUCTION. MESSAGE HAS JUST 
BEEN SENT TO NEW YORK REQUESTING SYG WALDHEIM TO APPOINT A UN 
MISSION TO VIST LEBANON AND ASSESS ITS NEEDS. ARAB LEAGUE 

HAS ALREADY BEEN ASKED TO DO THE SAME THROUGH ITS REPRESENTATIVE. 
LEBANON UNDERSTANDS, TAQLA ADDED, THAT IT WILL HAVE TO BESTIR 
ITSELF TO MEET MANY OF ITS OWN CRUCIAL NEEDS IN PERIOD AHEAD 
BUT IT THINKS IT HAS A CASE FOR ASSISTANCE FROM OTHERS. 

4. HE AGREED THAT MEANS OF DISTRIBUTING FOOD, MEDICINE AND OTHER 
ASSISTANCE WAS CRUCIAL PROBLEM TODAY. HE NOTED IN REPLY TO MY 
QUESTION THAT LEBANESE ARMY REPRESENTATIVE WAS PRESENT IN COMMITTEE 
DELIBERATIONS INVOLVING AID AND WELFARE. HOWEVER, ALL THESE 
EFFORTS ARE EMBRYONIC AS YET AND EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON LEBANESE 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES BEING ABOUT TO RECONSTRUCT THEMSELVES AND 
FUNCTION AGAIN. IF SECURITY SITUATION HOLDS HE THOUGHT THIS SHOULD 
HAPPEN WITHIN A MONTH. 

5. 1 THEN BORE IN ON GALLAGHER AND DYKES. TAQLA WAS AWARE 
OF THE CASE BUT HAD FORGOTTEN SOME DETAILS. HE AGREED FOREIGN 
MINISTRY HAS IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN WINNING RELEASE OF THESE 
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TWO KIDNAPPED DIPLOMATS IN CONTEXT OF CURRENT CEASE FIRE 
AGREEMENT. HE PROMISED TO TAKE THE MATTER UP IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
HIGHER MILITARY COMMITTEE SUPERVISING THE CEASE FIRE TOMORROW. HE 
AGREED WE SHOULD BE IN TOUCH IN A FEW DAYS ON THIS QUESTION. 

6. TAQLA ASKED ME IF WE HAD ANY INFORMATION INDICATING IMMIN- 
ENCE OF ISRAELI ACTION, NOT NECESSARILY AGAINST LEBANON BUT 
PERHAPS SOMEWHERE ON ISRAEL FRONTIER. HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
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SEVERAL COMINGS AND GOINGS OF PROMINENT ARABS SUCH AS 
PRIME MINISTER RIFAI AND OTHERS YESTERDAY. THIS HAD BEEN 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIGH VOLUME OF REPORTS 
FROM VARIOUS SOURCES IN THE AREA, INDICATING CON- 
CENTRATIONS OF ISRAELI TROOPS ON NORTHERN BORDER.I ASSURED 
HIM WE HAD NO REPEAT NO EXPECTATION OF ANY ISRAELI ATTACK OR 
SIMILAR ACTION. I NOTED IT WAS NOT AN ISRAELI HABIT TO CONCENTRATE 
TROOPS IN SUCH AN OBVIOUS WAY BEFORE CARRYING OUT AN ACTION 
ANY WAY, BUT WAS QUITE SURE NOTHING WAS IMMINENT. I ADDED 
THAT IT IS TRUE THE ISRAELIS MUST BE WATCHING CLOSELY TO 
SEE WHERE PLA AND OTHER PALESTINIAN UNITS POSITION THEMSELVES. 
EVEN THEN HOWEVER, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT PLA FORCES IN THE 
NUMBERS THAT ARE PRESENTLY IN LEBANON WOULD BE VIEWED AS A 
VERY GREAT THREAT BY THE ISRAELIS. TAQLA WAS REASSURED. HE 
SAID HE WAS AWARE OF OUR BACK STAGE DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN 
RESTRAINING ISRAELIS AS WELL AS PACIFYING SYRIANS DURING PAST 
WEEKS AND MONTHS. 

7. 1 DEPOSITED COPIES IN THREE LANGUAGES OF U.S. STATEMENT ON 
MIDDLE EAST ISSUED JAN 26 (AS EMBOFF HAD DEPOSITED DAY 
BEFORE WITH TAQLA'S DIRECTOR FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS ISMAIL). 

TAQLA WAS NOT INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING THE QUESTION BUT SAID 

HE WAS AWARE OF OUR POSITION. HIS ONLY COMMENT WAS THAT 

PEACE PROCESS WOULD BE DIFFICULT UNDERTAKING AT BEST. HIS TONE WAS 

RUEFUL RATHER THAN POLE)IC, REFLECTING FACT THAT GOL 

HAS AND WILL HAVE MANY OTHER PRIORITIES HIGHER ON ITS LIST 

THESE DAYS. 

8. WE SPOKE OF AMBASSADOR GODLEY AND TAQLA SENT 
REGARDS TO HIM. 

LAMBRAKIS 

SECRET 
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